[Blood antigens and specific anti-core and anti-envelope antibodies as markers of the course of HIV infection].
The antigenemia and the patterns of antibodies to core protein (p24) and envelope glycoproteins (gp41, gp120) have been investigated in 81 patients with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection followed prospectively for 24 months. HIV antigen was detectable in 23 (28.4%) patients at entry to the study (13/13 with AIDS and 10/23 with ARC) and in 33 (40.7%) at the end (25/28 with AIDS, 5/12 with ARC e 3/14 with LAS). Anti-p24 were positive in 51 (63.0%) patients at the entry (26/30 symptomless, 13/15 with LAS e 12/23 with ARC) and in 41 (50.6%) at the end of the study (23/27 symptomless, 9/14 with LAS, 7/12 with ARC e 2/28 with AIDS). All patients were positive for anti-gp41 and showed no significant changes in the antibody titers during the two years of follow-up; by contrast, anti-gp120 was undetectable in most patients (26/28) with AIDS. Clinical progression in a high proportion of patients was associated with the appearance of HIV antigen, with the decline of anti-p24 titers and with no antibody reactivity to gp120 glycoprotein.